[Left internal mammary artery in octogenarians. Is its use in coronary revascularization justified?].
Given the longer survival of the population, the possibility for an octogenarian to get a coronary artery bypass procedure is more likely. It has been customary not to implant arterial conduits in this particular group of patients, in the belief that they increase the morbidity-mortality of the procedure, without longer survival. We undertook a retrospective analysis of a total of 148 patients older than 70 years subjected to coronary artery bypass procedures with left internal mammary artery implanted during a twelve year period. The mortality was 3.37%, there were no increased perioperative complications such as bleeding or mediastinal infections. It is our believe that even in this group of elderly patients the internal mammary artery is of benefit in the short and the long terms, without an increased perioperative complications.